
Making a commitment to
attend specialized pro-

grams like those offered by
the Center For Advanced
Legal Studies can be daunting
enough without having to
worry about how to pay for it.
While we feel our two year
Associates Degree program
and our Paralegal Certificate
program are extremely eco-
nomical compared to other
schools offering specialized
education and training, there
are costs involved. Fortun-
ately, with the expertise of our
Financial Aid Director, Lori
Baggett (see her profile) and
other experienced staff mem-
bers, we can usually assist in
finding the financial means for
virtually everyone to meet his
or her educational goal of
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Register
800-446-6931 Call for your appointment
A p p l i c a t i o n s  A c c e p t e d  N o w !

2003 SEMESTER
Class Start Dates

Day classes: October 20
Evening classes: November 17
Day classes: December 1
Holiday Break begins: December 18
Classes resume: January 5, 2004

becoming a paralegal. Unlike
many large institutions, we
view the financial aid process
as one of the most important
services we offer our students
and work closely with them to
find the best approach. 

There are many tools that
can be used to fund an educa-
tion at the Center. Pell Grants
and other need-based loans
are subsidized by the federal
government while the student
is attending classes. For inde-
pendent students living on
their own, there are unsubsi-
dized loans, while parent loans
are available for those students
living with their families. In
many cases, even interest-
bearing loans can have that
interest deferred until after
graduation. With our high

placement rate, graduates have
a chance to start their careers
before having to begin paying
on a loan.

We work hard to keep our
tuition and fees reasonable
and manageable for our stu-
dents. We understand that
now more than ever people
expect to get a lot for their
money and we pride ourselves
on helping graduates succeed
after making an investment 
in their education and in 
their future.

The Center has instituted
many cost effective programs
to make paying for an educa-
tion easier. Where annual 
student loan limits fail to
cover all costs, we can help
arrange for alternative loans
based upon satisfactory 
credit history. Our staff also
works closely with students
who have eligibility under
special programs such as 
those offered by Veteran’s



Meet LORI BAGGETT
When it comes to

discussing the
topic of financial aid
for education, there are
probably few people

that can understand it better than Lori
Baggett, the Center’s Financial Aid Director.
She has been doing this work for more than
20 years, including stints at a culinary school
in Austin and a four-year proprietary school
in South Dakota. Lori has been in her current
position at the Center for exactly ten years.

A native of Memphis and a self-proclaimed
“gypsy”, she has lived in many places,
including Germany and Spain. Lori’s first
school experience came working in placement
in a friend’s school in Oklahoma, but soon
found she had an interest and a penchant for
helping students figure out the best way to
pay for their education. With this curiosity,
she naturally gravitated into the area of
finance and ultimately into financial aid. 

Lori plays an active role in a student’s suc-
cess. Once a student commits to attend the
Center’s program, Lori sets up a meeting to

review the many financing options. Because
of her knowledge and sophisticated software,
she can usually have a student’s financial
roadmap in place within 15 or 20 minutes,
alleviating fears and providing a complete
understanding of “the big picture”.

Lori is actively involved in virtually 
every professional association for student
financial aid administrators on the national,
regional and local levels. In addition, she 
has served on the advisory council for the
Texas Guaranty Student Loan Corporation,
the state’s funding agency for such loans.
Coupled with association involvement, 
Lori regularly attends conferences and 
workshops to closely follow the changing
regulations and keep current on student 
loan complexities. In her spare time she 
keeps in close contact with her daughter, 
her two grandchildren, and a new great-
grandchild. 

The Center’s students are very fortunate 
to have Lori as their advocate to help sort 
out the best way to finance their road to
becoming a paralegal.

Tracey Mayes, a
year 2000 honors

graduate of the Center,
recently received the
2002-2003 Vocational

Excellence Award by the Bellaire/Southwest
Houston Rotary Club. The award recognizes
high ethical standards in business and the
professions. Tracey is the Paralegal
Coordinator at the Law Offices of Keith

Lovelace in Houston. In her position she
interacts with other paralegals, court person-
nel, attorneys and her firm’s clients. She has
been a volunteer facilitator at Success at Work
(SAW) and has coordinated the program at
two HISD schools. She has also been active
as a coach for students learning mediation
skills in the Mediation Achieving Peace
(MAP) program. Congratulations to Tracey
for receiving this award.

Center Graduate RECOGNIZED 



The following students have qualified for
induction into Lambda Epsilon Chi (LEX),
the national honor society in paralegal/legal
assistant studies. The society is sponsored by
the American Association for Paralegal
Education (AAfPE).

These students have demonstrated “superior
academic performance,” a standard which is
determined by each institution at which a
chapter of LEX is established. The Center’s
standard is 95% attendance, 95% grade
average and completion of at least two-thirds
of the program.

As part of an ongoing commitment to our
graduates, the Center offers numerous

continuing education opportunities through-
out the year. We have held seminars, either
free or at a nominal charge, on myriad 
topics such as legal writing, bankruptcy and
notary. Most recently we held two free train-
ing seminars by ProDoc, one of our technol-
ogy partners and an industry-leading docu-
ment assembly software. Because of the excel-
lent response, we are planning to host it
again in the future. Also in the planning
stages is a seminar on Summation®, the latest
in litigation support software. Along with
these opportunities, we continue to host
multiple review classes during the year in
preparation for the CLA exam. We hope 
that you view these classes and seminars as
added value to the education you received 
at the Center. Keep checking our website,
www.paralegal.edu, and subsequent copies of
In Brief to learn of upcoming classes.

Lambda Epsilon
Chi (LEX)
Inductees

Robin Alewine
Joyce Brooks
Samuel Crumpton
Alexis Gooden
Jennifer Love
Yvette Rada
Michelle Robertson
Amy Roesler
Katherine Tucker

Suzanne Bonito
Diana Do Carmo
Chandra Exum
Margaret Harrison
Denise Orynawka
Deatrium Reed
Yvette Rodriguez
Lisa Stuckett
Candace Wright

The Houston Legal Assistants Association
(HLAA) has scheduled a gala to celebrate a
quarter-century of service to our industry 
and to honor the judiciary. The celebration
will be held Thursday, October 16th from 
7-10 p.m. at Bella Terrazza restaurant, 

2840 Chimney Rock.
The fun-filled evening
will feature a buffet, 
live band, casino night
and cash bar. Further
details are available at
www.hlaa.net.

Continuing
EDUCATION

Administration (G.I. Bill) and the Texas
Rehabilitation Commission. We honor Visa and
Mastercard for monthly payments and help set
up extended payment plans without interest.
We also enlist a specialized agency to assist
graduates who are having difficulties in loan
repayments. This is a free service provided by
the Center.

While financial aid can be a fearful subject 
to some, we have found many ways to make it
easy for our students. It is all part of our
mission to be “The Paralegal People”.

Where There’s A Will,
THERE’S A WAY, continued from page 1

HLAA Celebrates
25TH ANNIVERSARY



Register
C a l l  f o r  r e s e r v a t i o n s

713-529-2778

Graduation
Saturday, January 10, 2004, 10:00 a.m. 
Westin Galleria Hotel

Summation Seminar
Saturday, October 25, 8:30 – 4:00

CLA Exam
Friday, December 5 and
Saturday, December 6
Center for Advanced Legal Studies
Registration deadline – October 1
www.nala.org

Facts on File
Desire is the

ingredient that

changes the hot

water of mediocrity

to the steam of

outstanding success.
Zig Ziglar

If you haven’t been to the Center’s new
website recently, it has been revised to
include a virtual tour of the facility. You’ll
see the computer lab, law library and
several classrooms. These photos are a
preview as to what you’ll find when you go
to www.paralegal.edu

VIRTUAL Tour 





“Placement News” includes a list of graduates from the Center
who have obtained permanent employment. Employed graduates
are eligible to continue to use the Center’s placement services.

Haley Adams

Michelle Alberts

Sylvia Alvarado

Erica Broussard

Stephanie Cupit

Mike Diaz, Jr.

Melinda George

Micheline Gros-Jean

Christina Hamilton

Mike Hoke

Sonya Jolly

LaTasha Joseph

Jessica Martinez

Edward Muraski

Shiwanna Murphy

Audrey Natividad

Tiffany Nelms

Amy Nickerson

Virginia Rankin-Ward

Joseph Roberts

Hemma Sareen

Magie Teeples

Cassandra Villareal

Renee Viser

Amy Williams

Lori Williams

Placement News
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

The mission of the Center for Advanced
Legal Studies is to provide students with
the skills, practical knowledge and requisite
abilities which will allow them not only to
succeed, but also to excel as paralegals as
they meet the growing and constant needs
of the legal, governmental and corporate
environments within the community.
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