
On June 1, the Center For
Advanced Legal Studies

hosted an International Law
Roundtable and members of
the student body, who had
been practicing attorneys in
other nations, spoke on legal
traditions abroad and in
America. Their presence was a
reminder of the diverse educa-
tional and geographic makeup
and quality of the Center’s stu-
dent body, many of whom
have prior careers in legal
environments. 

Attorney Thomas Swanson,
academic dean at the Center,
acted as the moderator for the
event. The five students serv-
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ing as panelists during the
forum were attorneys from
Pakistan, Kosovo, Venezuela,
Russia and Mexico,

The panelists agreed that
one of the biggest differences
between American legal cus-
tom and that of their home
countries is the absence of
jury trials. The panelists stated
that, in their own countries,
judges normally hear trials,
while trial by jury does not
normally exist.

Syed Ali, a Pakistani attor-
ney pursuing a paralegal edu-
cation at the Center, said that
he became an attorney in
1991. Ali practiced criminal

and family law in his home-
land before moving to the
U.S. in 2003.

“The law in Pakistan is
based on British law,” Ali said.
“Some people go to England
to train as barristers, but it is
not necessary to become a
barrister in order to appear in
court.”

Gazmend Adfemi, an attor-
ney in Kosovo (formerly
Yugoslavia), moved to the
U.S. in 1999 after practicing
law for nine years. He was a
general practitioner and stated
that attorneys in his nation
did not usually specialize in
only one area of legal practice
but, rather, were required to
have general familiarity with
all portions of the law.

Paralegal student Criseida
Hernandez, an attorney from
Venezuela and a lawyer since
1996, has worked in both
commercial law and civil liti-
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Beronica Rutiaga, a 2001
graduate of the Center’s

Associate of Applied Science
program, must have a lot of

spare energy to burn. One would think that
being a mother of five children ranging in age
from five months to 15, and being the step-
mom for 10 and 11 year old daughters, would
be enough for one person to handle. Instead,
she has a full-time career as a paralegal for
NASA in their legal analyst department. She
refers to this new position of only two months
as ‘the dream job’, paying a salary almost dou-
ble the $25,000 she received on her first
paralegal position after graduating from the
Center. She notes that Federal government
positions, while requiring a lengthy applica-
tion process like her 1 1/2 year wait, are avail-
able and pay well. Prior to this position, she
worked for a medical malpractice firm, but saw
a potential downturn in that segment due to

the passage of HB 4 tort reform legislation.
In addition to hectic home and work lives,

Beronica still finds time to go to aerobics class
daily and, as a hobby, writes music lyrics. Her
preference is country, and she has copyrights
on two of her songs. In her spare time she
supplements her income by doing legal tran-
scriptions for California workers compensa-
tion cases.

Her reflections during her time at the
Center focus on the quality and professional-
ism of her instructors. She was very impressed
by their experience and how they related that
to the students. She also points to their assist-
ing her in a job search after graduation. No
doubt her being bi-lingual was a plus, but she
notes that her teachers helped pave the way
in her search which resulted in a position
after just three weeks and multiple job offers.
Beronica serves as an excellent example of the
Center’s high quality graduate.

Graduate Profile
BERONICA RUTIAGA

The following students have qualified for induction into Lambda Epsilon Chi (LEX), the nation-
al honor society in assistant studies from the third quarter of 2004 through the second quarter
of 2005. The society is sponsored by the American Association of Paralegal Education (AAfPE).

These students have demonstrated “superior academic performance”, a standard which is deter-
mined by each institution at which a chapter of LEX is established. The Center’s standard is
95% attendance, 3.85 grade point average and completion of at least two-thirds of the program.

Ann Adams
Arlieta Baldwin
Andrea Beinhauer
Richard Blair
Kelley Brady
Claudia Capistran
Lisa Caristan
Kelly Cashman
Julie Caskey
David Christianson
Deborah Clements
Kelly Davidson
Mark Davis

Gerardo de Leon
Margaret Dickerson
Fritz Dickmann
Mary Beth Engel
Rogerio Estrada
Veronica Garcia
Steve Gillespie
Kathryn Guice
Michael Harrington
Cynthia Hasty
Katina Hightower
Kristin Janicek
Josh Juettemeyer

Laura Latimer
Melody Lavin
Melissa Lopez
Wendy Lurvey
Jessica McClellan-

Bianco
Kimberly

McDonald
Ben McGuire
Nancy Meshkoff
Monica Moreno
Angel Nails
Patricia Newbaker

Ivy Nguyen
Alfred Norris
Hollis Norton
Amy Nygaard
Sharon O’Dell
Vera Ogle
Shannon Paul
Robert Pinder
Autumn Pirnie
Crystal Platz
Durenda Prevost
Debra Refsland
Ludmillo Rockman

Kimberly Rose
Kristen Smith
Rueneen Smith
Tammerriol Smith
Christelle Taylor
Rosaura Trejo-

Garcia
Margaret Tyler
Shien-Wei “Ally”

Wang
Travis Watson
Anna Zoes

Lambda Epsilon Chi (LEX) Inductees



“Placement News” includes a list of graduates from the Center who have recently obtained per-
manent employment. Employed graduates are eligible to continue to use the Center’s place-
ment services. This impressive list demonstrates how the Center prepares its students to enter
the legal community.

Jennifer Arispe
Cara Baker
Lindsay Bauer
Andrea Beinhauer
Richard Blair
Kenneth Broussard
Suzanne Byrne
Tiffany Calloway
Claudia Capistran
LaWanda Carey
Jamika Carrier
Kelly Cashman
Julie Caskey
Allison Chevalier
Andrea

Charbonneau
David Christianson
Barbara Clark
Jaclyn Clark
Deborah Clements

Jennifer Comingore
Rhonda Daniel
James Davis
Elizabeth Davis-

Mabry
Jaime DeAlejandro
Kimberly Deis
Aleida DeLeon
Margaret Dickerson
Stephanie Domian
Shoko Ekhaese
Mary Beth Engel
Rogie Estrada
Marc Gallegos
Rachel Gallien
Rosaura Garcia
Lamonica Gomez
Ruth Gonzales
Candace Hammond
Diana Herrington

Katina Hightower
Honey Hoppe
Kathryn House
Sarah Howe
Kristen Janicek
Sonya Jolly
Richard Johnson
Josh Juettemeyer
Katrina Kelly
Gurukarta Khalsa
Laura Latimer
Sonya Laurence
Melody Lavin
Melissa Lopez
Jaime Lout
Jessica Martinez
Yvette Martinez
Nicole Mathews
Kimberly McDonald
Monica Moreno

Angel Nails
Sandra Nerio
Hollis Norton
Sharon O’Dell
Denise Orynawa
Danyel Parker
Rosie Pena
Natalie Pennington
Autumn Piernie 
John Pinckard
Beatriz Pirela

Thielen
Crystal Platz
Rugina Poelinitz
Pamela Rameriz
Yasmeen Rana
Lauren Rogers
Kimberly Rose
Kyina Routt
Andrea Russell

Beronica Rutiaga
Darlene Shelton
Denise Salazar
Jacob Siegel
Floyd Smith
Rueneen Smith-Moy
Jennifer Smith
Corbette Soria
Kimberly Speet
Nigel Stokes
Tra’Shunda Strange
Ted Swanson
Christelle Taylor
Marcus Teel
Michelle Turner
Blanca Valle
Ally Wang
Gaye Weintraub
Angelina Zarate
Anna Zoes

Placement News

Advisory Committee
member Robin Kessler

has recently published a new
book entitled “Competency-

Based Resumes: How To Bring Your Resume
To The Top Of The Pile”. The book is per-
haps the first that explains how to target
resumes to employers who focus on compe-
tencies as a major part of their hiring process.
At least one-half of the Fortune 500 compa-
nies use this measure as a mean of identifying
and screening job candidates as well as evalu-
ating their performance. The competency-
based tools are increasing being used in train-

ing and remuneration programs within corpo-
rations and in the legal community. 

Robin, a six-year member of the Advisory
Committee is a Human Resources expert and
consultant who is president of The Interview
Coach, Inc. She is also an adjunct professor in
communication at the University of Houston
– Downtown, is a sought-after conference
speaker and frequently-interviewed expert on
radio and television.

Robin’s book is currently on sale locally at
Barnes & Noble and is available online at
Amazon.com. It is a worthwhile buy before
starting a job search.

Center Advisor Robin Kessler 
PUBLISHES A VALUABLE BOOK



Judge Ana Otero brings a
varied career and educa-

tion to the Center, where
she has been a faculty mem-

ber since 1990. Her advanced degrees are
numerous and diverse, beginning with a B.A.
in Spanish and political science from
Columbia University, followed by a masters
from Columbia in international affairs. Then
on to an M.B.A., a summer law program at
Oxford (England) and finally her law degree
from Rutgers. The energetic Cuban native
found early that she loved the classroom,
both as a student and as a teacher. 

For more than 10 years, she has been the
catalyst for the successful CLA Exam prepara-
tory course at the Center, helping hundreds of
students get their certification. Additionally
she has taught classes here in almost every
subject, most recently family and criminal law. 

Her penchant for teaching has proven to
be very rewarding. In addition to teaching at
the Center, she is an Associate Professor at
the Thurgood Marshall School of Law at

Texas Southern University, receiving the third
year students’ Professor of the Year Award
every year since starting there in 1998 and
the school’s Outstanding Teacher Award in
2003. She is also on the faculty of the Texas
Municipal Courts Education Center, teaching
credit hour courses for judges and clerks.

Judge Otero is a municipal courts judge in
Houston and is in the middle of a three year
term on the select American Bar Association’s
Lawyer Referral Information Service standing
committee, for which she travels extensively
across the U.S. Additionally, she serves on the
Houston Lawyer Referral Service and the
Hispanic Bar Association.

Her spare time (which is really spare) is
consumed by a voracious appetite for reading
and for the writing of legal articles. She is
also devoting some writing time to a novel
she eventually hopes to finish and publish.

The Center is fortunate to count Judge
Ana Otero among its faculty. She brings the
enthusiasm, dedication and varied experience
to make her one of our most valuable assets.

The Center held its summer graduation
ceremonies on Saturday, June 25th at the

Westin Galleria Hotel. Recognized for their
accomplishments were 95 paralegal graduates
from both the Certificate and A.A.S. Degree
programs. The hotel’s ballroom was filled to
near capacity with graduates, their families
and friends. The keynote speaker for the
occasion was Carl J. Selesky. Carl obtained 
his Juris Doctorate in 1994 from South Texas
College of Law and has his own boutique 
law practice, The Selesky Law Firm, L.L.P.

Carl has extensive trial experience and has
helped clients in cases against nationally
known companies. His practice currently
serves a diverse clientele numbering over 600
individuals and business clients. 

Summer
GRADUATION

Meet 
JUDGE ANA OTERO



gation. She moved to the U.S. in 2002.
Hernandez stated that, in her native coun-

try, high school students typically decide on
their career field before graduation. Career-
track schools, separate institutions dedicated to
a career or trade, require law students to study
for five years after high school before their
admission to the bar.

“One of the biggest differences between
Venezuelan and American law is the legal writ-
ing and research,” Hernandez shared.
“Venezuelan law is codified (written), and I
look for written law that supports my case.”

Hernandez also stated that, at times, she
might need a case to establish legal precedent
and is overwhelmed by the number of cases
that are available for her to review.

Galina Gabrielova, a native of Russia, has
been a lawyer since 2002. She practiced corpo-
rate and civil law in Russia before moving to
the U.S. in 2005.

“The Russian system is based on the German
system,” she said. “In Russia, only judges hear a
case. We tried using juries over the past several
years, but it was not effective. We have a total
of 15 civil, criminal and administrative courts.”

Mayra Martinez, an attorney from Mexico,
told the audience that even after studying law
for five and one-half years in her home country,
she wants to pursue an American law license.

The Center has A GLOBAL PRESENCE
continued from page 1

The American Bar Association (ABA) pro-
vides stringent criteria for the operation

of paralegal programs like the Center’s.
Recently, the Center was re-approved by the
ABA’s standing committee of legal assistants
after a thorough review, conducted once
every seven years. During the audit process,
the Center has to conduct its own self-study
according to ABA guidelines. The association

then performs an on-site audit by two staff
members that includes interviewing students,
faculty and administration. The auditors 
conduct teacher evaluations through class-
room observation and review the curriculum
syllabus to test its relevance. The ABA 
re-approval process was lengthy and 
thorough, confirming the Center’s excellence
in paralegal education.

After completing her coursework, she will make
immigration law her next career move.

“I think the strangest part of American law is
the legal research, and the expense of the
process,” Martinez shared. “But the biggest
difference between American law and the law in
Mexico is that there is no jury. The judge
always decides the case.”

Many attorneys from other nations have
attended the Center in the past. Their unique
perspectives provide students and faculty with
important insights into the laws of other
nations and how they compare with the
American legal system.

Some of the Center’s international students (left to right)
Galina Gabrielova, Russia; Gavy Armstrong, Colombia;
Gazmend Admei, Kosovo; Mayra Martinez, Mexico; and
Miguel Govea,Venezuela

Center Gets 
ABA RE-APPROVAL
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The mission of the Center For Advanced
Legal Studies is to provide students with
the skills, practical knowledge and
requisite abilities which will allow them to
excel as paralegals as they meet the needs
of the legal, governmental and corporate
environments within the community.

I have visited legal libraries at many colleges, and the Center has a much
better library than any other paralegal school. The students have an advan-
tage because they are taught by experienced lawyers and paralegals who not
only impart knowledge but also practical experience and advice.

Angel Nails

Even when the work was grueling… and I was all stressed out, the staff was
very helpful, courteous and full of smiles. The curriculum is very precise and
informative.

Michele Jolivet

I am very glad that I made the decision to attend the Center. The instructors
are very concerned about the student’s learning ability. Without the Center, I
would not be in the position I am in now – becoming a paralegal. Thank
you Center, for all your help and support.

Barbara L. Clark

Graduate Gratitude


